


LOCATION: The project site is located within Section 8, T. 15 N., R. 31 W., on USGS Quad
Map AK-Wainwright Point C-2; Umiat Meridian; Latitude 70.664391°N, Longitude
159.966475°W, Wainwright, Alaska.

- PURPOSE: The project purpose is to construct a gravel stockpile yard for use by the North
Slope Borough.

PROPOSED WORK: The proposed work is to construct a 3.9 acre gravel stockpile yard. This
work would result in the discharge of 50,000 cubic yards of material. All work would be
performed in accordance with the plans labeled NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH GRAVEL
STOCKPILE SITE, sheets 1-4 (attached).

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: None

APPLICANT PROPOSED MITIGATION: The applicant provided the following statements
(in italics) regarding proposed measures to avoid, minimize, and compensate for impacts to
waters of the United States from activities involving discharges of dredged or fill material. The
Corps has not evaluated the applicants proposed mitigation statements (below) at this
time:

a. Avoidance: The project site was chosen by North Slope Borough’s (NSB) Public Works for
site control reasons. The property is already owned by the NSB. The proposed site will utilize
existing infrastructure, Airport Road for access, thus reducing additional impacts compared to
creating a stockpile in a different location. Much of the North Slope is classified as wetlands by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE); therefore, any other site would have equal or
increased impact to wetlands. This site would not be considered high or moderate value as it
borders the landfill with two honey bucket lagoons to the north, and a holding tank and
contaminated soils containment area to the south.

b. Minimization: The proposed footprint of the stockpile was determined to be the minimum
area needed to safely stockpile 60,000 cubic yards of material. The amount of material for the
stockpile is based on available funding. NSB gravel needs are predicted to only increase in the
future. The site may expand into the stockpile area as the need arises. See Sheet 2. The
benefits of a phased development approach include a larger buffer zone fo the surrounding
wetlands initially, and less capital and permitting cost initially.

The applicant also proposed a number of standard Best Management Practices (BMPs) as
minimization measures.

¢. Compensatory Mitigation: Unavoidable impacts to 3.9 acres of wetlands identified by the
National Wetlands Inventory as Palustrine Emergent Persistent Unconsolidated Bottom Semi-
permanently Flooded (PEM1/UBF) wetland will occur as a result of this project. These
wetlands are considered plentiful in the Wainwright area and on the North Slope of Alaska, and
therefore are not unique. Compensatory mitigation may not be appropriate as the wetlands are
likely not high or moderate functioning due to the adjacent land uses, and because this project
serves the needs of the rural community.
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